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Everybody loves a foolâ€”especially made fluffy with ripe strawberries or tangy apple. From the

author of The New Irish Table comes this celebration of the Emerald Isle's classic desserts. From

lemony puddings and marmalade-slathered scones to fruit-filled tarts and berry-laden crumbles,

these contemporary renditions of the traditional desserts of Ireland make perfect use of common

staples such as oatmeal, fruit, dairy products, and, of course, whiskey. Steel-Cut Oat Pudding is

enhanced with orange zest, nutmeg, and plump golden raisins. A chocolate, walnut, and caramel

tart becomes a treat for grownups with a splash of the hard stuff. A final chapter offers the most

memorable of holiday delectables including mincemeat tarts, Christmas pudding, and a really good

fruitcake. A glossary and source list define and locate unusual ingredients. With gorgeous painterly

photographs depicting the food and countryside, this wonderful cookbook serves as a sweet

reminder of the people and cuisine of Ireland.
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`The New Irish Table' and `Irish Puddings, Tarts, Crumbles, and Fools' by Irish-American culinary



journalist, Margaret M. Johnson who seems to provide low end books covering Irish culinary

practice, beginning with her `The Irish Heritage Cookbook', also from Chronicle Books. The middle

ground, being the `Julia Child' for Irish cooking is Darina Allen, along with husband, Tim Allen and

mother in law, Myrtle Allen, all of the Cork culinary powerhouse, Ballymaloe House and Cooking

School. The high end of modern Irish cooking is held by Irish-American culinary academician and

chef, Noel C. Cullen. The ethnographic corner of Irish / Celtic foodways is filled out by `Celtic

Folklore Cooking' by culinary writer and folklorist, JoAnne Asala of Chicago. There are many more

Irish cookbooks to cover between now and St. Patrick's Day, but this pretty much covers most major

points on the culinary compass for Irish cooking.`The New Irish Table' and Cullen's `Elegant Irish

Cooking' complement one another pretty well, as they both present recipes from modern Irish

hospitality centers. The difference is that where Johnson is covering pubs and `bed and breakfast'

style eateries, Cullen is covering dishes from Michelin one and two star restaurants in Ireland, as

well as many of his own creations as a working chef, before he took up teaching at Boston

University.Between these two featured books, Johnson's Desserts book is a much more valuable

addition to your cookbook collection, as it includes a lot of fancy and holiday desserts which I have

not seen in any other good book on Irish cooking. The best thing about this book and its companion

is that like a lot of Chronicle Books, it seems to be on a fast track to the Bargain Book table, both

real and on-line.
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